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It's easy to feel alone in this world when you aren’t happy with who you are. Not seeing
the beauty in yourself can keep you from seeing that same beauty in others like you.
Unlike a lot of us, Natalie Worthy wants to be left alone, but there are people like her out
there that aren’t going to let her fade into the background. They know her, because they
know themselves. Now they just have to convince her.

CHAPTER THREE
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NORMALLY, YOU'P EXPECT A PERSON TO
BE FAIRLY FREAKEPD OUT PURING A FREE-
FALL, THOUSANPS OF FEET IN THE AIR.

NEVER REALLY BEEN A BIG PEAL
FOR ME, THOUGH. KIND OF A PRAG,
REALLY. I'M PRETTY SURE THAT I
COULP PROP IN FROM OUTER
SPACE AND SURVIVE IT, ANP T
PON'T REALLY KNOW WHY.




OBABLY NOT EVEN
& TO FINISH THIS
EVEL IN TIME.

* DLING *






OKAY, PIPN'T SEE THAT
COMING. THAT WAS KINP
OF EXCITING, THOUGH.

/

AT, AMI
ON A PLANEZ

THE THOUGHT OF
PYING HASN'T EVEN
OCCURREP TO ME IN...




7 WHY DION'T
| YOU SAVE MEZ




I CAN'TBELIEVEI
WOKE UP BEFORE MY |
ALARM. WHAT TIME
| IS IT, ANYWAYZ




I'M COMPLETELY INVINCIBLE, ANP IT POES
ME ABSOLUTELY NO GOOP IN BEING ABLE
TO WAKE UP ON TIME TO MAKE IT TO WORK.
I AM SO FIREP THIS TIME. g

BETTER ACTUALLY
WEAR MAKEUP TOPAY.
ANP SHORTS. SHORT

SHORTS.




SMELL YA
LATER!

"




I'M COMING
ALREADY.

EAT QOME KINP OF
CELEBRITY APPEARANCE. WE'RE
GOING TO BE SOO00 BUSY.




B
7
OH, COME
ON. I'M ONLY A HALF
AN HOUR LATE! ANP
I PUT MAKEUP ON!
ANP SHORTS!

SORRY, NAT.
I CALLED SOMEONE
pHE ] '
BEFORE YOU. Hég ﬁgmeg? I'M
HERE NOW.

WHATEVER. HOW PIP
SOMEBOPY YOU CALLEPD IN
GET HERE BEFORE ME,
ANYWAYZ"

AMERICA! A
REGISTEREP HERO!
HEROCORP IS HERE TOPAY,
ANP THEY BROUGHT
HER IN TO SPEAK.

WE HAD
PEOPLE ON CALL
BECAUSE OF THE

EVENT TOPAY.

YEAH, I SAW
SOMETHING.

AL

LAMEZ OH,
RIGHT. I FORGOT. YOU
PON'T CARE MUCH FOR
. THEY'RE ALL
Sl THE SAME. THEY'RE
BASICALLY NERD COPS IN
CLOWN COSTUMES.

OKAY. SUIT
YOURSELF. SEE YOU FOR YOUR
SHIFT TOMORROW, BECAUSE IF I
PON'T, YOU CAN TAKE THE REST
OF THE YEAR OFF.

UGH. SEEZ ALL
THIS SUPERHERO PIP WAS
SHOW UP HERE TODAY, ANP

SHE'S RUINING MY LIFE.

A

WHY PON'T YOU GO SEE
HERZ I THINK THIS ONE WILL >
CHANGE YOUR MINP. BESIPES, YOU )







PRESS, KIP. I'M
AMERCIA. I'M A
SUPERHERO,

LIKE YOU.

A
SUPERHERO. ANP YOU
PON'T LOOK LIKE ONE
EITHER. NICE BOOBS,
BY THE WAY.

GOT PLENTY
OF TIME TOPAY NOW,
THANKS TO YOU.

A
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THANKS, KIP.
SPECIAL EFFECTS.
GOT A FEW MINUTES /
TO TALK?Z

GREAT. I'VE \
GOT THIS HEROCORP
THING TOPAY. I'P LIKE )

YOU TO BE THERE. 4

GuYs, GIVE
US A FEW, OKAYZ
I'LL SEE Y'ALL
AT THE SHOW.

LOOK, HOW
/ ABOUT WE DITCH
\ [ THESE GUYS FOR A

| FEW MINUTES, AND |

\ WE JUST TALKZ /.
\_YOU AND ME. _/




~ YOU'RE WASTING

” YOUR TIME. I TOLP YOU,

I'M NOT LIKE YOU. I'M
NO HERO.

7~ YOU MIGHT NOT
( BE A HERO, BUT YOU'RE
MORE LIKE ME THAN
YOU THINK

YOU KNOW WHY
I'M WEARING THIS
INSANE OUTFITZ

WHEN WILL

I GO INTO EVERY
FIGHT, EVERY HOSTAGE
SITUATION, EVERY ARMEP
ROBBERY ALL WRAPPED
UP IN THIS BARBEP
WIRE HERE.

YOU'RE NOT
THE ONLY INVINCIBLE
GIRL WALKING AROUNP
TOWN.

LIKE I SAIP, WE

HAVE A LOT

IN COMMON.
I'M GUESSING IT'S THE SAME .
FOR YOU. IT KINP OF GETS OLP NOT ~
HAVING TO WORRY ABOUT BEING : I FIGURE THE
LITTLE THOUGHT IN THE BACK I GET THE HELL OUT OF

OF YOUR MINP...

THERE AND CALL
FOR BACKUP.

SEEMS ALITTLE
COMPLICATED.

LOOK, I GOTTA GO
PO THIS SPEECH THING.
YOU SHOULP COME, I THINK

PO WITH HEARING.

IT IS. BUT WHO
ELSE COULD WALK
AROUND coveneo IN THI5
OUTFIT AND NOT HAVE

TO WORRY ABOUT
__ TETNISZ

- KID, YOU PON'T

| ( HAVE THE TOOLS FOR

|\ IT...NICE SHORTS,
THOUGH.

SURE, WHY NOTZ
I'VE ALREADY WASTED
ALMOST EVERY OTHER
MOMENT OF THIS PAY.




N I'VE BEEN HELPING
TO PEFEND THIS CITY FOR A FEW
YEARS NOW, ANP AS PROUP AS I AM —
OF THE WORK THAT MY FELLOW HEROES )
ANP I HAVE PONE, IT'S NOT <
GETTING ANY EASIER.

WE NEEP MORE HELP.
! WE NEEPD YOU. THAT'S WHY THIS '\
I_’__-_h\ SPRING, HEROCORP WILL BE OPENING
= A BRANP NEW RECRUITING AREA
! HERE AT THE MALL.

YOU PEOPLE OUT
THERE ARE THE FUTURE OF THIS
CITY. YOU HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY
TO PROTECT EACH OTHER.

THIS IS AN OUTRAGE!
HEROCORP IS TURNING OUR KIPS
INTO FREAKS! MY SON WAS ON THAT
PLANE THAT WENT POWN! THIS /

COMPANY RUINED MY LIFE.




HE'S GOING TO
POINT IT RIGHT UP HERE
AT ME, SINCE THAT'S WHO
HE HAS A PROBLEM WITH.
RIGHT, SIRZ

[ /("
L_ 7\
v o)

|
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DON'T YOU
TELL ME WHAT
TO PO!




THIS IS HILARIOUS.
OPEN FIRE, BRO. GET
YOURSELF IN EVEN MORE
TROUBLE. NOT LIKE YOU'RE
GONNA BE ABLE TO HURT
ANYONE.

HEY! CRAZY
UPSET GUY! WHY PON'T
YOU POINT YOUR GUN
AT MEZ!

RIGHT.
OF COURSE.




NATALIE,
BACK OFF. THIS
ISN'T ABOUT
You.

ONE OF THEM. YOU'RE
JUST SOME PUMB BITCH
WHO RUNS HER MOUTH
TOO MUCH.

YOU PON'T
KNOW THE HALF
OF IT, BRO.

HEY, PAL! WHY
PON'T YOU KEEP THAT
THIN& POINTED UP HERE.

TEEGBAV 6,

TZ "\
3
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YOU WANT THE
GUN POINTED AT YOU?
I'LL PO YOU ONE




AMERICA!
PLEASE, PON'T
PIE!




MAN, MY NAME
SOUNPS SO HILARIOUS
WHEN YOU SAY IT
LIKE THAT.

I'LL BE FINE,

BUT IT LOOKS LIKE MY
SUPERHERO PAYS ARE OVER.
YOU'RE OFF TO A FINE
START, THOUGH.

THAT'S WHAT I
USEP TO SAY, BUT
TRY TELLING THAT

TO ALL OF THEM.




e

SEE THE REST OF AMERICA IND NATALIE'S STORY IN THE GRADUATE
COMPLETE GRAPHIC NOVEL, COMING SOON FROM OVERGROUND COMICS!







WRITTEN AND COLORED BY JON HUGHES ILLUSTRATED BY JASON PEARSON

When Bernadette Callaway was young, she sought adventure. She found every way that
she could to add thrill to her life. The day that HeroCorp opened their doors to the public,
she could think of no greater thrill than to stand toe to toe with the most dangerous people
in the world, so she went and got her shot. Ten years of invincibility later, America, as she
is now known, was one of the most loved heroes in the country. Then, in a moment, all of
that was gone. America was human again. Warned by her company and begged by her
family and friends to stop fighting crime and protect herself, America finds herself with a
new thrill, and maybe the most intense one of all, her own mortality.
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COME ON, "l ” \\ \
LOSER! YOU'RE 2

ABOUT TO HIT A PEAP
END, ANYWAY! =

|
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‘Y k.
OKAY, SO I CAN SEE HOW IT MIGHT APPEAR TO BE A LITTLE
CRAZY TO JUST BLINPLY JUMP OUT A WINCOW WHILE CHASING

SOMEONE IF YOU'RE A PERSON WHO JUST SO HAPPENS
TO HAVE RECENTLY BECOME "NOT INVINCIBLE ANYMORE”.

BUT REALLY, I KNow
WHAT IM POING.



N
Q
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WHEN YOU'RE AN EXPERIENCED HERO, THINGS WORK /
THEMSELVES OUT IN YOUR HEAD PRETTY QUICKLY. IM NOT .
JUMPING OUT THIS WINPOW BECAUSE I THINK THAT I CAN i

SURVIVE WHATEVER HAPPENS, IM JUMPING BECALUSE THIS
PICKHEAL THAT IM CHASING ONLY JUMPEPBECALUSE HE
KNEW HE'P SLURVIVE, ANP WHAT HE POESN'T REALIZE I5...

D/ Y
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IM GAINING
ON HIM.

. 0 ulf
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ONE THING I'LL GIVE YOU THOUGH, IS THAT I

PIPN'T REALLY TAKE INTO CONSIPERATION HOW

MY INTERFERENCE WAS GOING TO AFFECT HIS ~—
PLAN FOR A SAFE LANPING. E




!

A\ 4

GET UF, GIRL. JUST BECAUSE IT

HURTS NOW POESN'T MEAN THAT IT
MATTERS IF IT HURTS. GET LF.




YOU SHOULP HAVE
JUST GIVEN UP AT THE
WINPOW, AMERICA. YOU'RE
NOT THE WOMAN YoU
USEP TO BE.

>




I PON'T REALLY
WANT TO TALK ABOUT WHAT T
UsSeP TO BE. LET'S TALK

ABOUT WHAT I AM.

Y r 7 (“jjf’f“é%i} ’v'_— —7

Vo

Y  IMA
WORLD CLASS
ATHLETE.

IMA
CERTIFIEP
GENIUS,
- IMA

PROFESSIONAL SUPERHERO.
INVINCIBLE OR NOT. <

: MISS AMERICA,
STANZ POWN, WE'LL TAKE
IT FROM HERE!

 UGH, WAIT, IS HE BEING OPPLY
CHIVALROUS, OR POES HE ACTUALLY
THINK IM CALLED "MISS” AMERICAZ

| -y
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MAN, WHAT'S
GOTTEN INTO HERZ
SHE'S CRAZY.

I DON'T KNOW, g
MAN. BUT You BETTERO




i K

—

PIP YOU SERIOUSLY
JUMP OUT OF ONE WINPOW ANP
INTO ANOTHERZ

)
/ WAS 1
UNCONSCIOUS

JUST NOW?

YES. THAT TENDS "((

NN O BE THE ENP RESLLT OF
A i ’

SUMPING OU
ABUILDING.




ACTUALLY, IT IS
A Bl 6 PEAL. WE'RE GOING TO TRY
KEEP IT FROM GOING VIRAL, BECAUSE
YOLI KEEP PULLIN@ STUNTS LIKE TH19, THEY LL
L YOUR INSURANCE, ANP YOU K
WE CAN'T HAVE YoU IN THE FIELP
IF YOU'RE NOT INSUREP.

ANP NO ONE 1S
SAYIN@ THAT YoU FOR@OT
OW_TO PO YOUR JOB, BUT F
THE PAST PECAPE YOU HA\IEN T
HAP TO BE CAREFLIL.
NOW, You po.

MAYBE NOT TO
THE OLP YOU, BUT IF YOU KEEP
THIS UP, l‘l’ S GOING TO HAPPEN TO
THE NEW YOU WITH GREA
FREQUENCY.

1AM THE OLD ME.
NOT BEING INVINCIBLE
ANYMORE POESN'T MEAN
THAT | FORGOT HOW
TO PO MY J0B.

IT WAS SORT OF
COOL, ACTUALLY. BESIPES,
ICAUGHT THEGLY, SO /4
NO BIG PEAL.




5 5 A v s bHER ""ﬁﬁn

WEL THIS IS
0 START GETTING
BORIN@ REALLY ICVAOQ.%’ SO IM

HEY NOW,
YOU'RE NOT IN ANY SHAPE
TO GO ANYWHERE.

AMERICA/
SHE'S FLATLINING!
GET A CART IN THERE,
RIGHT NOW!
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OH, WELL., =
MAYBE SHE ISNT QUITE
FLATLINING. i

MISS AMERICA
YOU NEEP TO RETURN TO
\ YOUR BED. YOU'RE

/

SHE'S
SO BRAVE,




A\

l‘. —
BELIEVE I PASSED .\
‘} OUT AGAIN. \
) N\
7 3
\ \ \" ‘

WELL, HOW
ABOUT WE STOP WORRYING
ABOUT WHAT HAPPENED ANP
START WORKING WITH
WHAT WE'VE GOT.

IT'S SO
EMBARRASSING.

\\y\,; /

‘\

NN
HRHT
I “Il |l|“

YOU'RE RIGHT, THAT'S WHAT WE'RE - Wy
SO WHAT WAS SO IMPORTANT GOING TO FIND OLT. HE'S IN A Iy
THAT I HAZ TO FOLLOW A JUMPING GUARDED INFIRMARY ROOM, HE'S : —~
ASSHOLE OUT OF STILL NOT HEALTHY ENOUGH FOR Lockup, RUNIRSSSEE
A WINDOWZ THEY'RE GOING TO LET LIS TALK g
TO HIM, GIVEN WHAT THEY
FOLND ON HIM.




Lk
SO WHO BREAKS
INTO A BUILPING ANP RISKS
HIS LIFE TO STEAL PERSONNEL
FILESZ ANDP I MEAN ACTUAL FILES.
YOU HAVE HEARP OF A UsB
PRIVE, RIGHTZ

GO TO HELL.

B Z0E 0 B " '
= — LOOK. WE CAN
__ GUESTIONS. ' N B EITHER WALK OUT OF HERE

HE'S RIGHT, HE
TELLING THE AUTHORITIES THAT
YOU WERE COOPERATIVE, OR ; V°E9N'TTgAﬁ/§E TO TALK
THAT YOU WERE HOSTILE., g
IT'S UP TO YOU.




YOU WANT
TO EXPLAIN YOUR NEW
'ASK NO QUESTIONS"
INTERROGATION?

HE WAS RIGHT.
POESN'T HAVE TO TE|
US ANYTHING, ANP HE WA5N’T
GOING TO, IJWE /;KAE WASTING

NOW WE TELL THE
POLICE THAT WE'RE NOT PRESSING
CHARGES, ANP WE ENCOURAGE THEM TO SET
A REASONABLY LOW BAIL FOR THE CHARGES THE
CITY BRINGS AGAINST HIM., WHETHER OR NOT
HE GETS BAILED OUT WILL TELL US ALOT
ABOUT WHO HE WORKS FOR.




MY FIRST
INSTINCT WOULP BE
THAT HE STOLE THE HARD
COPIES BECAUSE IT'S JUST EASY
TO GET TO. SOFT PATA IS STORED
IN SECURED LOCATIONS AND

ENCRYPTED.  ryarTELLS US
THAT THE PEOPLE AFTER
THIS INFORMATION PON'T HAVE
THE RESOURCES TO CRACK SOFT
DATA, OR AT LEAST CAN'T
HIPE THE EFFORT IF
THEY DO TRY,

AND
WHAT ABOUT
_ THESE.

I'M GUESSING
IF T TRY TO ARGLE WITH
YOoU, YOU'RE GOING TO
MAKE ME FEEL LIKE
AN IPIOT.

I WOULPN'T
PO THAT, YOU'RE MY
PARTNER. BESIPES, YOU
KNOW IT MAKES
SENSE.

WELL, SINCE YOU'RE
NOT IN THE MOOP TO WASTE
TIME TOPAY, LET'S GET BACK TO THE
OFFICE. TECH HAS SOMETHING
THEY WANT TO SHOW YOoU.




AS YOUR
INSLRANCE PROVIDER, WE
ASKED YOUR COMPANY TO PEEI@N A
NEW OPTION FOR YOU IN YOUR
FIELD WORK.
WE WANT TO X
KEEP YOU SAFE OUT
THERE, 50 WE AGREED, AND NG
CREATED THIS NEW 4
FIELD SUIT. %

LOOK
BERNIE, WE HAVE TO DO
SOMETHING. THINGS ARE
PIFFERENT NOW.

YOU THINK T'LL
BE BETTER OFF RUNNING
AROUNP IN 100 PEGREE HEAT
WEARINGv AN OVENZ ARE YOU SURE
THAT YOIJKARLE?IA’T TRYING TO

WELL CAN
I AT LEAST MAKE A
SUGGESTION?




' TINKY‘%IJIQM }S T-JOKE A VE GOT
) ' A DAY OR TWO BEFORE
M s OUR GLIY GOES IN FRONT OF
THE JUDGE. T'M TAKING
A DAY OFF.

GOT YOUR POLICY
CANCELLEPD!

IT'S AN
INSURANCE THING.
THEY WANTEPD IT THAT
WAY. WE HAP TO.

OH, OKAY.

I'M SURE THAT'LL CHANGE
HER MINP. JUST GET RIP OF IT. |
PON'T WANT TO HAVE TO PEAL WITH
HER COMING BACK IN HERE AND?
SEEING IT AGAIN.

YOU'LL BE
HEARING FROM MY
SUPERIORS,




| " THINK THAT'S THE ONE THAT'S EASIEST FOR ME
TO IPENTIFY WITH. ONCE YOL START FIGHTING

l . ' CRIME ANP YOU CHOOSE OR MAKE A NAME FOR

~ . YOURSELF, YOU SORT OF GET LOST INIT. | PIZ.

‘ |

B
MY NAME IS BERNAPETTE CALLAWAY., FRIENCS G\f e )

| W' 'CaLL ME BERNIE. MOST CALL ME AMERICA. |

| *

THAT'S WHO | AM. OR, |
GUESS, THAT'S WHO | WAS. e 5 )
HAT 'S WHAT EVERYONE c ®
KEEPS TELLING ME, ANZ |
GLESS THEY'RE RIGHT.

BEFORE A COLPLE OF WEEKS AGO, I HAPN'T FELT
FAIN IN OVER A PECAPE. FOR A WHILE I THOUGHT
THAT IT WAS THE BEST THING THAT HAP EVER
HAPPENEL TO ME. I HAP NO WORRIES. NO FEAR.
I COoULP RUN THROLGH A BURNING BUILPING, FALL

OUT OF AN AIRPLANE, WHATEVER. NO FEAR. BUT B
OVER TIME, BEING INCAFABLE OF BEING HARMEL /

BECAME A LITTLE LIKE BEING PEAL. THERE WAS
NO THRILL IN LIFE, BECAUSE I PIPN'T EVEN FEEL
ALIVE ANYMORE.

THINGS ARE PIFFERENT NOW.
MY BROKEN RIBS ARE LIKE A
REMINPER THAT IM ALIVE.

|



‘ “1 IT'S A HI@H THAT NO PRUG
| COULL COMPARE TO.

ANPZ I WANT TO EARN
SOME MORE... |

\ BUT THIS PAIN IS JUST THE SMALLEST
FART OF THE FEELING, THE REAL
THRILL IS EARNING THAT FAIN.

RIGHT NOW.






WRITTEN BY JON HUGHES ILLUSTRATED BY JASON PEARSON
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Change can be a difficult thing to deal with. Throughout life, we spend our time and
resources developing an identity that we're comfortable with. The people we associate
with, the jobs we have, our accomplishments, they are all parts of a picture we want the

world to see as who we are. When things change, it's easy to feel like that identity is being
stripped away from us, and that can be challenging. We make ourselves, and we don’t
want that taken away. The truth, though, is that change is unavoidable, but it is part of
what makes us human. We are dynamic people, and sometimes we just have to roll with
the punches, but nothing that comes from the outside can touch what'’s inside. Some
things change, some things never will.

CHAPTER TWO
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MY AGENT
IS GONNA LOVE
THAT.




THANKS
ALOT, CREEP. I'VE
NEVER LOST A TOOTH
BEFORE.

i vl

KINP OF COOL,
THOUGH. | GUESS |
WONPEREP WHAT THAT A
FELT LIKE. K

WHAT PO You
THINKZ AMI STILL
PRETTYZ




OH, SEEZ IGIVE ™
YOU A KISS AND YOU'RE
COOL,BUTIGET ALITTLE
KINKY ANP YOU FREAK OUT,
YOU'RE NOT MUCH
OF A PATE.

TELL ME WHY YOU BROKE

INTO A HEROCORP SUBSIPIARY LAB

AND THEN MAPE ME CHASE YOU TO
THIS PIRTY BUS STATION AND
KICK YOUR ASS. LET'S SEE
THAT BACKPACK.

OKAY, SO You
RAN ME POWN ANP?
CAUGHT ME, NOW




WHO PO YOU YN
THINK YOU ARE,
ANYWAYZ 4

; IMIN CHARGE.
il LET ME KNOW IF YOU NEED
1 ANOTHER REMINPER.

NS DAMMIT,
) YOU BROKE MY NOSE, s
@A YOU BITCH.

|




BINGO!
THIS LOOKS
INTERESTING!
TALK,

4
V=
4 v/, P
Nt :'ff" 43
) qn\\'* i iy
CAREFUL WITH

THAT! IT'S A HAZARPOUS
CHEMICAL! [

i

{

PLEASE. YOU THINK
I PON'T KNOW WHAT THIS ISZ
I'Ve BEEN WITH HEROCORP FOR A
PECAPE. I KNOW THE SERUM
WHEN I SEE IT. MY QUESTION
TO YoU 1S, WHY PO You
HAVE ITZ ’

 BECAUSE I
WANT TO BE A
SUPERHERO.




OKAY, I'M ABOUT
TO START PENALIZING FOR
WRONG ANSWERS, SO LET'S
START OVER. WHAT ARE YOU
POING WITH THISZ

I'M PONE
TALKING.

ERR!!I WRONG
ANSWER! IF YOU JUST
WANTEPD TO BE A SUPERHERO
YOU WOULPN'T BE STEALING THE
FORMULA, YOU'P BE APPLYING TO
GET IT INJECTEP, JUST LIKE
EVERYONE ELSE.

MAYBE I JUST
PON'T WANT TO BE ON
THE GRIP.

HAVE
IT YOUR WAY,
THEN.




ICoULp GO
FOR A COFFEE. YOU WANNA
GET SOME COFFEE?

ARE WE GOING TO
APDRESS THE FACT THAT YOU
WERE OUT HERE IN THE MIPDLE OF THE
NIGHT, NOT EVEN ON PUTY, BUSTING
UP A CITY BUS STATION
BATHROOM?Z

OKAY,
THEN. YOU'RE
BUYING.

YOU TAKE THAT
JUNK OFF BEFORE YOU
GET IN MY CAR.




I FEEL THE NEEP
TO KEEP REMINPING YOU
THAT THERE'S A REASON
THEY ASSIGNED YOU A
. R.

I KNOW, MAN,

I'M SORRY. I'M NOT TRYING
TO CUT YOU OUT OF THE ACTION
OR ANYTHING. I'M JUST USEP
TO WORKING ALONE,

SCREWEPD UP. I'M REALLY
SORRY. DON'T TAKE OFFENSE TO IT.
I KNOW YOU'RE A GOOP GUY, I JUST
NEEP SOME TIME TO FIGURE OUT
THIS NEW PHASE OF MY LIFE.

YEAH, WELL,

THIS NEW PHASE OF YOUR
LIFE IS GOING TO LAST ALOT
LONGER IF YOU LET ME
HELP YOU.

YOU KNOW, I WASN'T
SUCH A CONFIPENT ANP
CAPABLE HERO MYSELF, I MIGHT GET
THE IMPRESSION THAT YOU PIPN'T
HAVE A LOT OF RESPECT
FOR ME.

OKAY, LET'S
STOP WORRYING ABOUT
WHAT A SCREW UP T AM ANP
TALK ABOUT WHAT I FOUNP
OUT TONIGHT.




THE GUY WAS TRYING
TO STEAL THE HEROCORP SERUM.
ALSO, HE WAS PEFINITELY WORKING
FOR THE SAME PEOPLE AS THE LAST
GUY. SAME GEAR, SAME TARGET.
GOT TO BE CONNECTEP.

SEE, IM NOT
CONVINCEP THAT'S WHAT'S
GOING ON HERE. ON THE SURFACE,
IT LOOKS LIKE CORPORATE ESPIONAGE,
BUT I'M TEMPTEP TO THINK IT'S
SOMETHING ELSE THAT'S
SUPPOSEP TO LOOK
LIKE THAT.

PLUS, NOBOPY'S A\
TALKING ABOUT THAT SECRET
LAB BREAK IN THAT HAPPENED
RECENTLY. YOU KNOW WHAT

HEROCORP'S BEEN
AROUND FOR A LONG TIME,
WHY 1S SOMEONE TRYING TO
JACK WITH THEM NOWZ

SURPRISINGLY, YES,
I PO KNOW WHAT YOU MEAN. SO
WE NEEPD TO FIGURE OUT EXACTLY WHAT
THESE GUYS ARE UP TO. ONCE WE KNOW
THAT, WE FIGURE OUT WHO WOULDP WANT

TO PO THAT. WE USE THE MOTIVE TO
LEAP US TO THE CRIMINAL.

/’/'_\

/.
!I
\

BY THE WAY,
PO WE HAVE A PENTIST
ON CALLZ

/

A \\\\\\\
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S0
HOW'P IT

WHILE YOU WERE
GETTING ALL PRETTY AGAIN I
ACTUALLY CONTRIBUTEP TO THIS CASE.
WE WERE FINALLY ABLE TO GET THE CITY TO
RELEASE THE GRENAPE FRAGMENTS
FROM YOUR APVENTURE THROUGH
THE WINPOW A COUPLE
OF WEEKS AGO.

IT'S JUST
GENERIC TECH.
NOTHING SPECIAL THAT
I CAN USE TO GIVE US
ANY LEADS.

IHAVEA b
FULL SET OF TEETH JINS

AGAIN!

AWE, MAN. THIS
CASE MUST HAVE YOU BORED
TO TEARS, NOTHING FOR YOUR SUPER B g
TECH BRAIN TO PLAY WITH. GOTTA 5oy BN _ 1M COMNA GO FIND
THOUGH, THE LACK OF A LEAD, Y Z
TO DO. WANNA COME?
INTHIS INSTANCE, IS s T SO
ALEAD ITSELF, : '

IT ELIMINATES A
LOT OF POORS WE MIGHT
HAVE GONE BUSTING POWN
LOOKING FOR ANSWERS.
S0 GOOP JoB!

THANKS, HOPEFLULLY
WHEN WE GET THAT CANISTER
BACK THAT WAS CARRYING THE SERUM
WE CAN GET A LEAD OFF OF THAT.
PROBABLY WON'T, BUT IT'S
A POSSIBILITY.




OH, YEAH.
THAT'S THE STUFF RIGHT
THERE.

YOU SURE PIP PICK
A BIG PIECE TO PO FOR YOUR

FIRSTONE. YEAH, LET'S JUST
| SAY THAT MY BODY WOULD'VE
REJECTED ANY PRIOR ATTEMPTS
TO THIS ONE, AND THINGS ARE
DIFFERENT NOW, I'M
ENJOYING THIS.

I HEAR THAT.
EVERYBOPY OUT THERE WANTS
TO SPOIL THEMSELVES ON PLEASURE,
BUT THERE'S SOMETHING SO MUCH MORE
BEAUTIFUL ABOUT PAIN. NO AMOUNT
OF HAPPINESS CAN MATCH THE
INTENSITY OF PAIN.

MAN. WHATEVER
YOU SAY.




I KNOW THAT
YOU KNOW WHAT I MEAN.
I CAN SEE IT IN YOUR FACE EVERY
TIME HE RESTS THAT NEEPLE
ON YOUR SKIN.

IWOULP LIKE YOU TO

IMAGINE A BIG BUBBLE AROUNP '\
ME ABOUT THIS BIG THAT NO CREEPER
BULLSHIT CAN PENETRATE, OKAYZ  /
S0 PON'T WASTE ANY
MORE BREATH.

_ SUIT YOURSELF.
: I THOUGHT YOU'D BE RELIEVED
TO MEET SOMEONE WHO UNPERSTOOD
WHO YOU REALLY ARE. GUESS I
WAS WRONG.

YEAH. YOU SOME
KINP OF CREEPER OR
SOMETHINGZ




IMAGINE
THE BUBBLE.

IT'S COOL.
I WAS JUST LEAVING
ANYWAY. SORRY TO HAVE
BOTHEREP YOU.

SEE YOU
AROUNP...

»
Zam, -

-l

%
I res:

IS THERE NO

EXPERIENCE THAT PEOPLE
WON'T RUINZ




I THINK WE GOT
OFF TO A BAD START. I'M SORRY
ABOUT THAT. BUT I PIP MEAN WHAT I SAIP

PERSON. I CAN SEE THINGS IN PEOPLE,
ANP I KNOW WHAT PRIVES YOU. I
FIND YOU VERY INTRIGUING.

OKAY, MAN. OBVIOUSLY
YOU'RE WAITING OUT HERE FOR ME,

YOU ANP HOPING THAT YOU'LL GO AWAY,
I'M GOING TO FIRMLY INSTRUCT You
TO GO AWAY. GOT ITZ

I PON'T THINK
YOU KNOW A THING
ABOUT ME.

NOW SEE,
YOU KNOW THAT'S
NOT TRLE.




THIS ABOUT
you.

LIKE I SAIP BEFORE, ‘
I CAN SORT OF SEE THE FIRE IN
PEOPLE, AND I SEE A LOT OF IT IN
YOU. I 3UST WANT TO GET TO KNOW
YoU A LITTLE BETTER. T WANT
TO KNOW WHERE THAT
COMES FROM.

NONE OF YOUR
BUSINESS.

\

\\
N

g
A

ONE PRINK,
IT'LL GET US OUT OF THE ;
RAIN, ANP THEN I'LL LEAVE YOU
ALONE FOREVER. Z

OKAY, I CAN
HANPLE THOSE TERMS,
LEAVING ME ALONE FOREVER
1S A GOOPY BARGAINING
CHIP FOR YOU. .

® ”\
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THANKS FOR
THE PRINK. GOOPp BYE
FOREVER.

HEY, COME N

ON. YOU KNOW THAT'S
NOT FAIR. -
SRt i

YEAH, LIFE'S
NOT FAIR. GET
OVERIT,




AN

I WAS TRYING
TO BE COOL WITH YOU, BUT NOW I THINK
THINGS ARE GOING TO GET THAT'S GOING TO GO
REAL BAP FOR YOU. REALLY BAPLY FOR
YOU, MAN.

S DIp YOU JUST
THREATEN A WOMAN
IN A BARZ

THE ONLY
THING THESE MEN
HAVE A PROBLEM
WITH IS YOU.

COMING INTO A
PLACE LIKE THIS, PRESSED
LIKE A SLUT, PUSHING YOUR TITS AND
YOUR ASS IN EVERYONE'S FACE, TEASING
THEM, ANP THEN IGNORING THEM.
THAT'S THEIR PROBLEM.

WHOA! pPIp YoU

JUST MAKE ALL OF THESE
GUYS GET CRAZY MAP AT ME
WITH YOUR MINP OR
SOMETHINGZ

OH, YOU PON'T
KNOW THE HALF OF IT.
THIS IS GOING TO GET

ALOT WOR-




OKAY, EVERYONE
COOL NOWZ ANYONE

STILL MAD AT MEZ , AV 4 > 2\ \
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MARSHALL, MY V). A2

FRIENP! YOU'RE GOING TO
BE SO PROUP OF ME! I ONLY HIT THIS
GUY ONE TIME BEFORE I CALLEP YOU! [,
HE 1S UNCONSCIOUS THOUGH. HOW g - ANP MORE GOOP
SOON CAN YOU BE AT THE NEWS! I'M PRETTY SURE WE
BAR POWNTOWNZ JUST GOT OUR FIRST REAL LEAD
y IN THIS CASE. OKAY, SEE
YOU IN A FEW.

£

SHOULP HAVE
STUCK TO THE PEAL,
ASSHOLE.

SRy
&\
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Bernadette Callaway had it all. Or did she? Power, fame and fortune can be a
distraction that convinces one that all of their troubles are in the past, but the past is
a tricky thing. It can be both behind you and looming in front of you at the same time.
Before Bernadette became the larger than life hero known as America, she felt small,
weak, and overlooked. But what is true of her? With those powers now a memory,
does the small, weak and overlooked Bernadetter return. or did she ever really even
exist at all?

CHAPTER THREE
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I BROKE MY
TOOTH OUT AGAIN.
HOW PO PEOPLE LIVE
LIKE THISZ

THIS IS SO
EMBARRASSING.

DON'T BE
EMBARRASSED. THAT
SORT OF THING HAPPENS
TO PEOPLE WHO AREN'T

INVINCIBLE ALL OF
THE TIME. V// .
o L

OH, NO, ITM NO
TALKING ABOUT THAT. I'M

TALKING ABOUT THIS "NETHERMAN"
o JERKOFF. I THOUGHT THAT WE HAD A

LEAD WITH HIM, ANP IT TURNS OUT

THAT HE REALLY WAS JUST A
CREEPER WHO WANTEP
TO BONE ME.

BERNIE YOU'RE

\{/é JUST A LITTLE OVER WORKEP.

WE'RE GOING TO FIGURE 9
/, THIS OUT.




HEY GUIYS, N

%‘ HAVEYOU GOTA J+——
SECOND?Z

n WE'VE GOT,
e | |<E, BUNCHES OF )|
. SECONDS.

THAT'S
ACTUALLY GREAT NEWS.
GIVE THAT TO ME.

SORRY, IT'S NOT
GREAT NEWS, WE CAN'T TRACE
THIS CANISTER, BECAUSE IT SEEMS
TO HAVE BEEN CUSTOM MAPE FOR THIS
JOB. SORRY, JUST WON'T BE MUCH

HELP IN THE CASE.

WOW, THAT'S

( NEVER BEEN GOOP NEWS
= BEFORE, I THINK.

GUESS THAT
YOU PON'T KNOW
MARSHALL TOO
WELL, THEN.

HE HAS A PRETTY
LUNIQUE ABILITY THAT YOU'VE

BEFORE.




IT'S WEIRP.
ISTILL PON'T

e

_——
=—

=

MARSHALL IS
LIKE A TECHNOLOGICAL
PSYCHIC. HE'LL STUPY A PEVICE,
ANDP WORK HIS WAY BACK THROUGH
EVERYTHING ABOUT IT, WHY IT WAS
BUILT, AN SOMETIMES
EVEN WHO BUILT IT.

I PON'T REALLY
GET IT, EITHER, BUT I KNOW
HOW TO PO IT. ANP I THINK
WE'VE GOT SOMETHING
HERE.

T 7

y //1/".—'_[77,;
HALLELLJAH! s
THANK GOP FOR YOU, You
WEIRDO.

A
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YOU MEAN

LIKE CHANGE INTO YOUR

COSTUME?Z

BN
\ '”

TN

A\

EAP OVER THERE

—

IJUST NEEP
TO RUN BY THE APARTMENT
ANP CHANGE BEFORE WE

4

/\

N

BERNIE, WE'RE JUST

BACKLUP ANYWAY.

YOU MEAN MY
CRIME FIGHTING UNIFORMZ
YES, THAT'S WHAT I'M GOING
TO CHANGE INTO.

GOING OVER THERE TO ASK
SOME QUESTIONS. I PON'T EXPECT
ANY TROUBLE. IF WE CONFIRM WHAT I
GLEANED FROM THE CANISTER,

THEN WE'LL PROBABLY NEEP




OH, IGETIT.
SINCE I'M NOT INVINCIBLE
ANYMORE, I'M A TOTAL

WEAKLING.

I DIDN'T SAY
THAT. DON'T PUT WORPS
IN MY MOUTH.

LOOK, I PON'T

NEED ANYONE WORRIED -~ ( BERNE,
ABOUT ME. I'M GONNA SUIT UP, |\ PLEASE.
LIKE I ALWAYS HAVE, AND IM GOING )1 |
TO GO GET SOME ANSWERS, AND
IF I PON'T, I'M GONNA CRACK
SOME SKULLS, GOT ITZ

EXCUSE, ME,
MS. AMERICAZ THE PIRECTOR
NEEPS TO SEE YOU.

TO STOP PUTTING "MISS"
BEFORE MY NAME. IT SOUNPS

UGH. I TOLP You

RIPICULOUS. ‘

OV

YOU WANT TO

WAIT FOR ME, OR YOU
WANT TO JUST GO SINCE I'M

D USELESS ANYWAYZ

IF YOU WANT
ME TO WAIT, YOU KNOW

THAT I WILL.




) I WANT TO

HEAR FROM YOU WITHIN

THE HOLR. ANP DON'T GET )

YOURSELF INTOANY A
TROUBLE. ‘

\

NN

ves \

[ MAAM. T WON'T
S\ BE LONG.

SUPPOSE YOU HAVE
ANY IPEA WHAT THIS IS
ABOUT, PO YOUZ

P—__

IPON'T
KNOW, BUT THE
PIRECTOR PIP SEEM
PRETTY UPSET.

g WELL, WHEN IS
A LAW ENFORCEMENT
PIRECTOR NOT
UPSET?Z




ISITZI
HEARP YOU WERE
ALITTLE RILEP UP
FOR THIS VISIT.

GOOD TO SEE
YOU BERNADETTE.
cCoMeN. A

OH, IS THAT
WHY YOU SUSPECT ME
OF BEING UPSET?Z IT'S
BECAUSE YOU HEARP
THAT I MIGHT BE

SURE. IT POES.

I THOUGHT, THOUGH, THAT
YOU WERE SMART ENOUGH TO
ALREADPY EXPECT ME TO BE UPSET
WITH YOU, GIVEN ALL OF THE
NONSENSE YOU'VE BEEN
UP TO RECENTLY.

WELL,
YEAH. MAKES SENSE,
RIGHTZ




5 YOU NEEP ME TO

MAKE A LIST FOR YOUZ YOU
NEEP ME TO REMIND YOU THAT YOU
WERE WARNED NOT TO GO BACK OUT
g INTO THE FIELP WITHOUT APPROVEP
BOPY ARMOR?Z

ALSO THAT ONCE
YOU WENT BACK OUT INTO
THE FIELD YOU WERE SUSPENDED
FROM FIELD PUTY, AND THAT AFTER YOU
WERE SUSPENDED, YOU WENT OUT AGAINZ /|
YOU NEED ME TO REMIND YOU OF —

THE LAST FEW DAYS OF
YOUR LIFEZ

HEY, PUNCHING
THAT PIRTBAG IN THE BAR
POESN'T COUNT AS FIELD WORK.
I WAS JUST MINPING MY OWN
BUSINESS ANP HE ATTACKEV /
ME, OKAYZ dl

FAIR ENOUGH.
S0 WHERE WERE YOU
HEAPING JUST NOW, BEFORE
I CALLEP YOU UP
HEREZ

HOW PIpP You
EVEN KNOW I WAS
LEAVINGZ DO YOU HAVE
ONE OF THOSE BIG WALLS
OF MONITORS IN HERE
OR SOMETHING?Z

MAYBE. ORI
- ( MIGHT JUST BE GOOP AT
ph MY JOB.

I KNOW YoU ARE,
TANK.

LOOK, BERNIE,
I KNOW WHAT YOU'RE
GOING THROUGH RIGHT NOW.

I WENT THROUGH THE SAME THING.
BUT YOU NEEP TO START ACCEPTING
THAT THERE ARE MORE WAYS TO
HELP PEOPLE THAN BY JUMPING
THROUGH WINPOWS ANP
BEATING UP THUGS.

BUT THAT'S
MY FAVORITE STUFF
TO PO.




LISTEN, AM I HAVING
THIS TALK WITH YOU RIGHT NOW
BECAUSE IT'S MY JOB TOZ YES. BUT 1
ALSO CARE ABOUT YOU. YOU'VE BEEN WITH US

FOR A PECAPE, ANP I PON'T WANT TO SEE
ANYTHING HAPPEN TO YOU. WHY PO YOU
THINK I ASSIGNEP MY NEPHEW TO YOU
AS YOUR PARTNERZ YOU'RE LIKE
FAMILY TO ME.

w

I WANT YoU
TO HELP US FIGLRE
S0 WHAT THIS THING OUT WITH THAT L
D0 YOU WANT ME BEAUTIFLL BRAIN OF YOURS SO |
THAT YOU PON'T PESTROY
THAT BEAUTIFLL BOPY
OF YOURS.

\
!

JUST TAKE IT
EASY TOPAY, AND LET
MARSHALL FOLLOW UP ON
THE LEAP THAT YOU GOT FOR HIM.
IN THE MEANTIME, I'VE GOT

SOMETHING YOU'LL WANT




IPULLEDP
TOGETHER ALL OF THE
INFORMATION WE HAD ABOUT YOUR
FRIEND NATALIE'S CASE, LIKE YOU
ASKEP ME TO. I THINK YOL'LL
WANT TO CHECK THIS
OUT NOW.

THAT'S
AWESOME!

HEAP POWN TO
THE INFIRMARY, ANP CHECK
OUT THE FILE WHILE YOU'RE POWN
THERE. LET ME KNOW WHEN
YOU HEAR BACK FROM

MARSHALL.

YOU FOR THIS,
TANK.




! g
Tired of beingd bullied
ha heroes? Your
matters! Compg
inside to-learn more!

///

OKAY, WHATEVER.




I'P LIKE YoU
TO TELL ME EVERYTHING
YOU CAN ABOUT THIS.

GOOp PAY, MY
FRIENP! WELCOME TO OUR
HUMBLE HOME. HOW CAN WE
BE OF SERVICE TO
YOU TOPAYZ

THANKS, BUT
. I'M NOT MUCH FOR
I CAN PO THAT CAUSES. I'P JUST LIKE
IF YOU LIKE, BUT I'P TO KNOW ABOUT THE

MUCH RATHER TELL YOU CANISTER.

ABOUT OUR CAUSE HERE, AND HOW
YOU CAN BECOME INVOLVEP.
I THINK YOU'P BE VERY
INTERESTEP.

‘
|

COME ON, MR,
/ MARSHALL WYNN. IF T
/ KNOW YOU AS WELL AS I THINK I PO,
YOU ALREAPY KNOW EVERYTHING THERE
1S TO KNOW ABOUT THAT
CANISTER.




MR. WYNN,
I AM YOUR FRIENP
HERE.

- SEE, THAT'S WHAT
MAKES ME A LITTLE UNCOMFORTABLE.
I'VE NEVER HAD SUCH AN EASY TIME PIVINING

THE ORIGIN OF AN ITEM LIKE THIS. IT'S ALMOST

LIKE YOU WANTEP ME TO USE IT TO FINP YOU,
AND HERE I SHOW UP, YOU KNOWING
EXACTLY WHO I AM, BUT ME
NOT KNOWING YOL.

CONSIPER IT AN

INVITATION, THEN. BUT WOULDPN'T
YOU BE MORE COMFORTABLE IF I TOLP
YOU ABOUT WHO WE ARE. WOLLDPN'T
THAT ANSWER SOME OF YOUR
QUESTIONS?Z

I'M SCHEPULEP TO
CHECK IN WITH MY PARTNER IN
ABOUT 8 MINUTES. I'M EITHER GOING
TO CALL IN A SEARCH OF THIS PREMISES,
OR I'M GOING TO HAPPILY REPORT YOUR
COOPERATION. SAY WHATEVER YoU
WANT, BUT KEEP THAT

AREN'T YOU TIREP
OF CONSTANTLY BEING PASSEP
/' OVER AND SHOVEPD ASIPE BY THOSE OVER
POWEREDP ALPHA HEROES THAT POMINATE THE
SPOTLIGHTZ HARP WORKING HEROES LIKE
YOU WITHOUT FLASHY POWERS ARE THE
FOUNPATION OF THIS CITY, BUT NO ONE
CARES TO EVEN KNOW YOU HALF
AS WELL AS I PO.

== :}.

I ACTUALLY LIKE
MY JOB, ANP T'VE NEVER
ASKEP FOR ANY CONGRATULATIONS
FOR IT. YOU HAVE 7 MINUTES
LEFT, SIR.




OKAY, SO MAYBE
YOU'RE NOT ONE OF THE PASSED
OVER, BUT YOU CAN'T PENY THAT THERE
ARE SO MANY OF US WHO ARE STEPPEPD
ON BY THE HEROES WHO ARE
SUPPOSEP TO BE
OLUR PEERS.

ARE YOU A
REGISTERED HEROZ I'M SORRY,

BUT I'VE NEVER HEARP OF YOU. YOU'RE RUNNING
OUT OF TIME, SO I'M GOING TO NEED TO KNOW WHY
YOU SENT ME THIS LITTLE HOMING BEACON,

> OR I'M CALLING IN MY BACKLUP.

HOW MUCH PO
YOU KNOW ABOUT THE COMPANY
YOU WORK FORZ

HEROCORP?Z I GUESS
I KNOW ABOUT AS MUCH AS ANYONE
ELSE WHO HAS A J0B KNOWS ABOUT THEIR
EMPLOYER. 5 MINUTES.

HEROCORP HAS PONE
SOME GREAT THINGS FOR THIS CITY.

NO ONE CAN QUESTION THAT. BUT EVERY
COMPANY HAS SECRETS, AND YOUR COMPANY'S
SECRETS HAVE THE POTENTIAL TO UNPO EVERY

GOOp PEED THEY'VE EVER PONE, ANP
THEN LAY WASTE TO THIS CITY.




I HAVE ACQUIREP
AN OBSOLETE PIECE OF TECH, FORMERLY
" THE PROPERTY OF YOUR COMPANY. NOW, I APMIT
THAT I PIP NOT ACQUIRE THIS ASSET CONVENTIONALLY,
BUT IT WAS TOO IMPORTANT TO LET BUREAUCRACY
HINPER MY ATTAINING THE ITEM. I'D LIKE YOU
TO LOOK AT IT FOR ME AND SEE WHAT
YOU THINK OF IT.

IpIp BUT
PLEASE PON'T LOSE
SIGHT OF WHAT'S IMPORTANT
HERE...

PIp YoU JUST
TELL ME THAT YOU HAVE A
STOLEN PIECE OF HEROCORP
TECHNOLOGY ON THIS ‘ TIME IS UP.
PREMISES?Z

MY FRIEND HERE
HAS THE ABILITY TO INCREASE
HIS MASS WHEN HE SENSES DANGER.
NOT A VALUABLE ASSET TO YOUR HEROCORF,
BUT HE'S A GOOP FRIENP TO ME,
ANP APPARENTLY YOU'VE PUT
HIM OFF A BIT.







KNOCK HIM
OUT, YOU FOOL! HE'S SENPING
FOR HELP!

IHAP HIS
HANP TIGHT. HE
COULPN'T HAVE SENT A
MESSAGE.

HE
PIPN'T NEEP
HIS HANP.

UNFORTLUNATELY,
IT LOOKS LIKE I PIPN'T
KNOW MR. WYNN QUITE AS WELL
AS I THOUGHT.

GET HIM IN
BACK. WE NEEP TO
BE READY, THEY'LL

BE COMING.
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| poC, WE'RE
— T DONE. I'VE GOTTA
L : GO.
\

BETTER THAN TO = |
ARGLE WITH YOU, OF I
COLRSE.







T

MARSHALL'S IN
TROUBLE ANP HE NEEPS ME.
I'M GOING WHETHER YOU WANT

MY
BROTHER IS IN
TROUBLEZ

A

- -

= |
V ammmmn: 10l

IF MARSHALL
NEEDPS YOU, I'M NOT
GOING TO STOP

I KNEW YOU
HAD A BIG WALL OF
MONITORS IN
HERE.
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It's said that the one thing in this life for all of us that is universal is pain. Everyone
experiences pain, even though joy escapes some. Pain hurts. Pain leaves scars. Pain
also, however, can build character. In the simplest terms, pain can give you the resolve

to better experience greater pain later, but that's not enough.

Let pain teach you. Let pain show you the error of your ways, the stubborness in your
heart, and the void in your heart and mind where wisdom should be. Let pain do its job.
Let pain truly make you more than you are now.

Fortune rewards the bold, but the bold also make a lot of mistakes.

Who rises and who sinks in this group?

CHAPTER FOUR

Thank you to everyone who waited patiently for this book.
It has been a pleasure writing it for you, and | hope you find it worth the wait.
-Jon
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DON'T
CALL ME FRIEND,
CHUMP.

WAKE UPR,
FRIEND.

SORRY, WE'VE
SAFELY STASHED YOUR
WEAPON FOR THE
MOMENT,

JUST WHAT
ARE YOU TRYING TO
ACCOMPLISH
HEREZ




\ WE GOT OFF ON THE
WRONG FOOT.

PLEASE ACCEPT
MY SINCEREST APOLOGIES,
MY FRIEND. T TOLP YOU, MY GUY
HERE GETS A LITTLE ANXIOUS
WHEN HE SENSES PANGER.
HE PIPN'T MEAN YOU
ANY HARM.

HE'S GOT
A FUNNY WAY OF
SHOWING IT.

YOU WANT ¢
TO TELL ME ABOUT
YOUR QUIET FRIEND WHO'S
JOINED USZ

-

SO YOU THINK
HAVING YOUR THUG
HERE SUCKER PUNCH ME
PUTS US ON A FIRST
NAME BASISZ?




I WAS JusT
ABOUT TO INTROPUCE
YOU, BUT LET ME
EXPLAIN.

NOT LIKELY.

YOU SEEM STUBBORN, TO
BE HONEST WITH YOU. THAT'S
WHERE MY FRIEND PANPORA
COMES IN.

I GENUINELY PON'T

WANT ANY HARM TO COME TO YOU,
BUT I CAN'T HAVE YOU HEAPING BACK OUT
THERE INTO THE WORLP WITH THE BURPEN

OF THIS HORRIBLE MISCONCEPTION YOU
HAVE OF WHAT WE'RE TRYING TO
PO HERE. THAT'S
PANGEROLS, r

i o8 e o

SO WHAT PO
YOU PLAN ON POING
ABOUT IT THENZ YOU THINK
YOU'RE GOING TO CONVINCE
ME THAT I'M WRONG
ABOUT Youz?




SO YOU'RE SAYING
YOU'RE GOING TO ERASE

IT WITH SOMETHING ELSEZ
LIKE BRAINWASHINGZ
THAT'S ILLEGAL.

KEEP IT SIMPLE,
DON'T GIVE HIM ANYTHING THAT
COULP LINK HIM BACK TO US AGAIN.
I WANT THIS TO BE OVER.

YEAH, I KNOW.
ANP YOU'RE SURE HE'S NOT
PSYCHICZ THIS'LL GO
BAPD IF HE IS,

DON'T WORRY
ABOUT IT. JUST PO
WHAT YOU CAME HERE
TO PO.

YOU'VE GOT SOMETHING
IN THERE THAT YOU PON'T NEED,
SO I'M GOING TO TAKE IT FROM YOU.
PART YOU'RE NOT GOING TO LIKE IS,
WHEN I TAKE IT, T HAVE TO LEAVE
SOMETHING THERE
IN ITS PLACE.
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YOU KNOW THAT
IF THIS GOES BADLY, IT'S
COMING POWN ON YOU ANP I'M
NOT GOING TO BE ABLE TO
PROTECT YoU. 0

THERE'S
MARSHALL'S
CAR.

FINE, CAN WE
JUST GET IN THERE
ANP MAKE SURE
HE'S OKAYZ




I'M NOT ERASING
ANYTHING, I'M TAKING IT FROM
YOU,; ANP TO MAKE ROOM FOR IT,
IM GOING TO GIVE YOU SOMETHING
THAT I PON'T NEED. SO IT'S
A FAIR TRAPE.

CALL |
{ WHATEVER MAKES YoU
FEEL BETTER, IT'S STILL
—_ ILLEGAL.

I'M NOT TRYING
TO FEEL BETTER, AND
WHAT'S LEGAL OR NOT ISN'T
MY JOB TO WORRY ABOUT
RIGHT NOW. SO SAVE
YOUR BREATH.

§

b7

7

REMEMBER,
KEEP IT SIMPLE,
PLEASE,




PANPORA WASN'T ALWAYS A MEMORY THIEF. | (i
SHE WENT TO HEROCORP WITH THE BEST |
OF INTENTIONS, LIKE ANYONE ELSE.

" S el N
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WHEN SHE WAS FOUNP TO HAVE THE ABILITY TO TRAPE
MEMORIES WITH OTHERS, SHE WAS PEEMEP PANGEROUS,
ANP HER POWERS WERE PUT UNPER THE CATEGORY OF
ILLEGAL. AT FIRST, PANPORA OBEYEP THE LAW, BUT

OVER TIME, TEMPTATION CAME CALLING. /

IT WASN'T THE ALLURE OF TAKING FROM OTHERS
THAT LEP HER POWN THIS PATH, IT WAS THE -
PROMISE OF FORGETTING THE PAIN IN HER LIFE.
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HOW PIP THAT CHOICE LEAP HER TO THIS MOMENT RIGHT
NOWZ SHE CAN, WITH ABSOLUTE HONESTY, TELL YOU THAT
SHE POESN'T REMEMBER, BUT SOMEBOPY OUT THERE POES.
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KILLING HER...

NO BUDDY...







I THINK SH
PEAD, YOU CAN P
LET He

Bl
ROBABLY

R GO

ALRIGHT, HE'S

SCRAMBLED EGGS.
\ YOU CAN GET RIP
5 OF HIM.

You
SAIP HE WASN'T
PSYCHIC!




I THINK I HEARDP
SOMETHING FROM THE BACK.
GO AROUNPD BACK ANP COVER

THE EXIT, T'LL FLUSH
THEM OUT.

OH, MAN!
MARSHALL , ARE
YOU OKAYZ




SHE MAPE
ME KILL HER! T PIPN'T
MEAN TO!

YOU GUYS WANT
TO EXPLAIN TO ME WHAT
MY PARTNER HERE IS
TALKING ABOUTZ

7 HONESTLY,
NOT REALLY,
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I'P LIKE TO
MAKE A TRAPE
WITH YOU.
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/ WHAT DID
YOU pPO7Z! IS SHE

EASY
THERE, LITTLE
BROTHER.

I TOLP You
MANIACS THAT THIS WAS
A MISUNPERSTANPING! ANP
NOW YOU'RE KILLING
PEOPLE!

LET'S GET
YOU OUT IN THE
FRESH AIR FOR A
MINUTE.

DETAIN HIM ANP
KEEP HER BREATHING. T
PON'T KNOW WHAT SHE pPIP TO
MY BROTHER BUT SHE'S GOT
TO BE OUR BEST CHANCE
OF FIXING IT.




ARE YOU BEING
SERIOUSZ YOU'RE NOT
EVEN FEELING ALITTLE

RESPONSIBLE
HEREZ

B~
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ALL WE WANTEP
WAS TO BE LEFT ALONE BY
PEOPLE LIKE YOU. WE'RE TIREP
OF BEING BULLIED BY YOU
SO CALLED HEROES.
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WHATEVER
YOU SAY, PAL.
AH...
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TELL YOU WHAT,
HLE%FElSAEHISETF'ZlEzEAP ‘:/oulnz_g ﬂﬁﬁ% :
[
: ' ‘ RIGHT. LATER YOU
AND WE'LL WORRY ABOUT WHOSE ‘ Ve N TELL WATEER

FAULT EVERYTHING IS
STORY YOU WANT ABOUT HOW ANYONE
LATER, BEAIT WITHOUT A HEROCORP BADGE IS A
WEAKLING OR A VILLAIN.

OKAY, I HAVE NO

IPEA WHAT YOU'RE TALKING
ABOUT, BUT YOU SEEM TO NOT
WANT THIS PERSON TO PIE, SO

A PO ME A FAVOR ANP HOLD THIS
FIRMLY AGAINST HER CHEST
UNTIL THE MEPICS
GET HERE.




HEY GUYS,
You GOT OITIEECIZRITICAL
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\FR
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HE'S NOT HURT,
BUT SHE MESSEPD HIM LP
PRETTY GOOP.

\

IM REALLY
SORRY ABOUT ALL OF
THIS. I'LL UNPERSTAND IF
YOU PROP THIS ALL ON
ME. IT'S MY FALLT.

INSIP

APPARENTLY SHE HAS
SOME SORT OF ABILITY TO IMPLANT
MEMORIES INTO PEOPLE'S HEAPS, ANP SHE
CONVINCEP HIM THAT HE KILLEP A WOMAN
THAT HE'S NEVER EVEN MET. PRETTY
SICK STUFF.




LET'S WORRY .
ABOUT WHOSE FALLT
EVERYTHING IS AFTER WE'VE
GOTTEN THIS ALL
CLEANEPD UP.

BERNIE, WHY PON'T
YOU GO HOME ANP GET SOME
RESTZ YOU'RE ON APMINISTRATIVE LEAVE,
STARTING NOW. IT'S NOT A SUSPENSION,
YOU'RE NOT FIRED, BUT WE NEEP TO FIGURE
THIS OUT TOGETHER. TAKE A FEW DAYS,
GET SOME SLEEP, AND GIVE ME A
CALL TO SET UP A MEETING
WHEN YOU'RE READY.

THAT'S WEIRD,
I WAS JUST SAYING SOMETHING
LIKE THAT 1"6 ;EEENUMBQKULL

o

PIPN'T

I ASKYoU TO

PETAIN HMZ

"3
[

I THOUGHT IT :
WAS OKAY. I THOUGHT
HE WAS WORRIEP ABOUT HIS
FRIENDP WHO WAS SHOT, 1
CAN'T BELIEVE HE JUST
RAN OFF LIKE THAT.

I'M SORRY
ABOUT YOUR
BROTHER.




PROUP OF, ANP AT THE SAME TIME, IT MEANT ABSOLUTELY
NOTHING TO ME. I COULP JUMP OFF OF A BUILPING, WALK

THIS BOPY USED TO BE SOMETHING THAT I WAS SO

) i

THROUGH FIRE, STEP IN FRONT OF A BULLET, ANP NOT

EVEN BREAK AISWEAT ABOLT ANYIOF T, FOR GRANTED, I TOOK LIFE FOR GRANTED, I

TAKE LIFE FOR GRANTED, NOW, I LOOK AT ALL
OF THESE NEW CUTS AND BRUISES AND SCARS,
ANP I SEE IT LEAPING TO AN ENP THAT I HAP
ALMOST FORGOTTEN WAS EVEN POSSIBLE.

\ CUERTIE T oCULPH T HELP BUETHRE TUAT

I FEEL ALIVE FOR THE FIRST TIME IN
YEARS, BUT BY NATLRE, THAT MEANS
THAT I AM ALSO PYING FOR THE
FIRST TIME IN YEARS.

R

I PON'T WANT TO GIVE UP WHO I AM, WHO I'VE MAPE MYSELF

TO BE, BUT THE REALITY IS THAT I AM NOT WHO I ONCE WAS.

I KNEW THIS PAY WOULDP COME, THAT THINGS WOULP CHANGE

FOR ME, BUT HERE I AM HOLPING ONTO MY YOUTH LIKE A
CHILP HOLPS A FAVORITE TOY.

IT'S TIME FOR ME TO GET TO KNOW MYSELF A LITTLE BETTER.
NOT AMERICA, NOT THE INVINCIBLE HERO, BUT BERNAPETTE
THE WOMAN. THEY SAY THE ONLY WAY TO LIVE A HEALTHY LIVE
1S TO HOLP ONTO IT WITH AN OPEN HANP. I NEEP TO FIND A
NEW WAY OF LIVING, OR AT LEAST TRY TO WANT TO.

FOR NOW, I'M JUST GOING TO LISTEN
TO THE BOSS, ANP GET SOME SLEEP.




AMERICA

ART GALLERY



ILLUSTRATEP BY CELIA CALLE
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ILLUSTRATEP BY CELIA CALLE
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ILLUSTRATEP BY CELIA CALLE
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OVERGROUND COMI
ILLUSTRATED BY MATTHEW WELPON







ILLUSTRATEP BY JASON MEENTS, COLOREL BY JON HUGHES






DVERGROUND COMICS

ILLUSTRATEL BY CHAP TOWNSENP
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OVERGROUND COMI{
ILLUSTRATEL BY BRANFPN PETERSON |
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OVERGROUND COMI(
ILLUSTRATEL BY PANIEL LIESTER
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OVERGROUND COMI(
LUSTRATEY BY SKYLAR PARTRIPGE
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TEZ BY JON HUGHES




ORIGINAL CHARACTER CONCEPT ART BY JON HUGHES




Then, ina moment hg[;,;

worst fears%ame true, a‘ﬁd
she became powerles%”

Begged y hose who%

about her to retire and fi nd a
safer wam pass her tiff
America ?F‘can t help
herself, and continues lvmg
the wretkles

somethi es. See'ital
unravel in.the “Ameri ‘
graphic'|




